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LETTER 



CRAFT SUA N. 



Eustace Budgell £/f ; 



Mr. 'Danversj ^ 

I Am obliged in Gratitude to re- 
1 turn you my moft humble and 
hearty Thanks for taking no- 
J ticeofmy^j^ir in a Paragraph 
tom' -i Tj of yourfaper of the 2d Inftant» 
by which I hope you have, in Ibme Meafurc, 
convinced the Publick, how very falfe and 
■wicked thofe Accounts were, which were 
given in the St. Jmnes's Evening-Toft^ and 
B fevcral 






fevetal other NewsrTapers^ of whgaf paG^d 
9ti th« King's Levee on tljj? 3 ifl| <?£ thp 1^ 
J((k>pitli^ when I prefcnliedi (;q hius Majefty an 
humble Complaint againft Sir Robert tVal^ 
fole. You have often exprefsM (I hope very 
fincerely) a noble Indignation againft all O/- 
ftejforsy and a generous Concern for the O^- 
frejfed^ I beg Leave to add, that you are 
perhaps more obliged, even in Toint of Ho^ 
nour^ than you atj^rejent imagine, to prevent 
my being publickly abufed and injured by fo 
unfw. a Weapoti ^s, downright Falfimd. 

To explain what I tnean^ I muft remind 
yoU) that about the Beginnbg of June^ 172S, 
I publifli'd a fmall Poem upon His Majefifs 
Journey to Cambridge and Newmarket, 
to which I was induced by no other Motives 
than a raoft fincere Veneration for hi? Majc*- 
fty's Kireat and Royal Virtues^ and a Defign 
to make my Fellow-Subjcds fenfible (as far 
as in me lay) how happy they were in ha-^ 
ving liich a Prince. The Publick was pleas'd 
to receive this little Piece with a good deal 
of Indulgence: They were perhaps preju- 
diced in its Favour by fbme Obfervations 

that you were pleafed to make upon it in 

your 



your Paper of the 8th oi Jnne^ ,728, u, 
which there is the following Article. 

From my own Chambers, 

« T HAVE often wonderM, that owr Bri^ 
** A ti^ "Poetry fliould be at fo loin an Ebb 
" under the Adminiftration of Gentlemei*' 
« who have diftingaifiied themfelves in no^' 
<" thing more remarkably than their Encou- 
*^' ragement of yirts and .ptite Learning, 
" Yet this is fo notorioufly true, that a Man* 
« who reads over the late Compofitions of 
« fome eminent Hands, cannot help pitvine- 
:; the Cafe of their Matrons, who have bteS 
fo hbetal to the JW«/?j to fo little Purpofe. 
** It IS indeed unaccountable how Men, of 
« the leaft Genius, can perform fo wretched- 
« ly on fo ghrious a Subjed. An their Pro- 
** duftions are either ceU and fftHtUfs, or 
« forced, fiiftian, and incomprehenftble . They 
** w-ant even the common Knack of Verjifica^ 
" ^«W; and as to TerJ^icuity and ^^z?:' 
« (which are the r^/^/Beauties of Writing,) 
^ they feem to have no Nation of them. Tiieit 
" ^^gyricks are meer Rhapfodies of com- 
- «R«»-/Aittf ^/*^ applied to every Man a- 

B a « like 
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*^ like, who happens to be in Tower or Fa* 
^- vouvj without delicacy J Judgment^ or 
^^ T>iftin6tidn. 

^^ As this is the Method of Writing now 
<^ in Vogue, I was, I confefs, not a little 
^^ pleasM with the Perufal of a fhort Toetri^ 
^^ juft publiftiM, in a quite diflferent Strain^ 
^^ occafioned by his Majefty's late Journey 
^' to Cambridge and Neu^market^ and writ-f 
f' ten by Eustace Budgell Efq; a Gentle- 
^^ man who hath, long ago, obliged the 
^^ Town with {cycraljfolite Tieces^, in Verffe 
^^ and Profe, which were univerfally ad- 
f^ mired, at the Time when they were pub- 
^^ lifhed, and procured Him the Charadter 
f^ of oqe of thcfnejl Writers of the Age. 

^^ His dedication to the Qjjeen, pre- 
f^ fixed to this Poem, feems to anfwer the 
*^ true Defign of fuch Addrcffes, as it is 
^^ built pn Topicks, for which only the 
*^ grcateft Princefs upon Earth ^^^^r to be 
^^ comnxended. He celebrates Her, not for 
^* being a ^ueeUy hnt for being a good^ueen } 
f ' not for the meer Poffeffion of a Crown^ 
f but for thpfe ^alitifs whi^h 4$iery^ and 
;, « adom 



[5] 

^^ adorn h; for her conjugal Virtues^ her 
*^ Tajle of Letter Sy and Regard for Merit 
^^ which fliine fo eminently in her prefent 
*^ Majefty ; and the two lajly as Mr: Budgel[ 
" juftly obferves, m^de the Reign of her 
" great Tredecejfor^ Queen Elizab£th^ fo 
t^ truly glorious. 

^^ The KB is one Paflage in this Dedica-. 
" tion fo very remarkable, that I cannot 
J*^ help tranfcribing it. 

*^ Ifabella, of Caftfle, with equal Wit 
^^ and Reafon, ufed to tell her Royal Con^ 
<' forty Ferdinand the Catholick, that in a 
^^ Court there ought to be no other Favo- 
^^ RITES, than the Queen Favourite to th$ 
^^ King, and the King Favourite to the 
^^ Queen* ^ . • . . :^ 

^^ In the Tx>em itfclf, the feveral Inci- 
^^ dents, which arofe from his Majefty's late 
^^ Journey to Cambridge and Newmarket^ 
" are beautifully touched. The Thoughts 
" are natural^ the Compliments welUturn'd 
^ the Verfification eafy^ and the Expreffion 
^! mafculine. 

Thr 
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^^ The Defcription of his Majefty's Rc- 
.^ ception and Behaviour in the Senate-Hou/e 
^^ at Cambridge^ is, in my Opinion, very juft 
^ and poetical/' 

But now, aflembrd with his learned Seers, 
Such is his Love of ArtSj the King appears. 
In graceful Order all around him ftand 

» 

The letter'4 Youth, the Hopes of Britain's 

Land, 
Taught here with Vice to wage fuccelsful War* 
To grace the Senate j TuJ^ity and the Bar .* 
WfeU pleas'd their flowing Habits to behold. 
Their learned Rites and Forms ordain'd of old. 
O'er all the Dome he cafts his ravifliM Eyes, 
And feels new Pleafiires in his Bread arifc ; 
Whilft every Rank with rival Powers contend. 
Which moft the royal Virtues fliall commend ♦ 
His god-like Ads alternate they rchearfe. 
In ftrong Orations fome, and Ibmc in fiaoother 

Verfe. 

Mean 
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Mean while great Brunswick, nodding 
from his Throne, 

I 
I 

Confirms their Rights^ and yet ai&rts Ills aw^|^ 
By his creating Voice, propitious, wife, 
Thyjicimsy Lawyfrs^ and ^ivines^ arifc ; 
Ev'n here the regal Grandeur he maintains, ' 
And m the Council ((f the M^nfes reigns.. 



^^ But what I am moft of all pleafed with 
in this Voem^ is that artful Tranfition, 
which the Author makes from his Deferip- 
tion of the Horle-Races at Nbw^J^arketj 
to that glorious Adion at Oudenard, in 
which his. Majefty gave fuch fignal Froo& 
of his ^er final Courage and Bravery. 



On this diftinguiftiM Day, the noble Breed 
SeemM to exert a more than ufiial Speed, 
As if, by Inftinft, each contending Horfe 
Knew that Britannia'^ King beheld the 
Gourfe, 

And 



en 

And yet, OTrincey with far fuperlor 
Grace, 

9 

Might the proud Species boaft their generous 

Race, 
Did they but know, on Oudenarda's Plain, 
How greatly one illufirious Steed was flaiii,' 
Well pleased his Life in Battle to refign, 
Pierc'd with the fatal Ball, which threatened 
' Thine. 

On that important Day, well known to 
Fame, 
And made immortal by thy glorious Name, 
When, like a Tempeft, in Europa^% Right, . 
Thy martial Genius urgM Thee to the Fight, 
Where'er the Fury of the Battle rag'd. 
Where'er the thickeft of her Foes engag'd^' 
There waft thou feen, too prodigal of Life, 
While thy rafli Valour turn'd the doubtful 
Strife. The 
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The Giiuts retreating, yet afiiam'd to lee 
The Fortune of the Day o^er-rul'd by Thee^ 
By Thee alone (a fingle, youthful Hand) 
Boird with freih Rage ; and, yet afraid to 

Hand, 
Xike the' old VairthianSy fighting as they fled^ 
Aim'd all the War at thy devoted Head. 

" Yet whatever Beauties I may fancy I 
^^ have difcover'd in this Piece ; or, however 
*^ the Generality of the World may think fit 
^^ to approve of it ; I am very doubtful what 
*'' Reception it will naeet with amongft a r^r- 
*^ fain Set of Courtiers ; and am indeed 
** fomewhat furpriz'd, that a Gentlemanly 
^ who hath feen £o much of the World, and 
*^ fornierly been a Courtier himfelf, fliould. • 
** imagine that it was fufficient for him to fay 
<^ a great many handfbme Things of his 
** Trince^ without including One of his Mi^ 
" »i/?fr J in the fame Compliment. Some of 
^^ his ill-judging Friends, I find, are appre- 
" henfive that this Omilfion will deprive his 
^' Toefn of all other Recommendation, ex- 

C ^< cept 
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" cept that of its own Merit ; and for my 
" part^ indeed, if He had done me the Ho- 
*^ nour to have confulted me on this Occar 
*^ fion, I ftiould have advifed Him to have 
" flung in, at leaft, a fmall Epifodcj in Ha- 
" nour of all thofe incomparable Terfons^ 
" who ^ine^ at prefent, at the Head of Af- 
^^ fairs. But, perhaps, what induced this 
^* Gentleman to be fo very Iparing of his 
*^ Compliments, might be an Opinion that it 
^^ would have lefTen'd the juft Praife of his 
*^ ^Prince^ to have put Him on a Level with 
^^ any of his Servants y or that even their 
^^ Modefty would have been offended at fee- 
^^ ing themfelves placed in fuch an indecent 
" Light. I am not fufficiently acquainted 
*^ with the prefent Manners and Genius of 
^* the Courts to determine how far this jDe- 
'^ licacy of Procedure may be agreeable to 
^' that Climate J though I have feen ibme 
" late Pieces J addrefs'd to his Majejiy^ 
^* which, upon Perufal, appeared to be little 
** more than a Mujier-Roll of his Officers j 
" and I am very confident, that if /hch a 
^^ Man as Cardinal Wolsey was at the Head 
^^ of Affairs, He would not be fatisfied 
^[ without appearing, at leafl:, Cheek by Joul 

" with 
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^ with his Sovereign, if he did not, accord* 
*' ing to the conftant Style of his late Emi* 
^ nenccj pofitively infill upon haying the 
** First Place. 

Though I am very lenfible, Mr. ^an^ 
vers^ that in forae of the Obfervations above- 
mentionM, you lufFer'd your Good Nature 
to get the Better of your Judgment, I do 
not, on the other Hand, believe that any 
Confidcration could have made you commenct 
a Piece, in which you did not really imagine 
there was Ibme little Merit \ and I muft 
be extremely ftupid to be altogether infen- 
fible of the Commendations of a Gentleman, 
whofe very Enemies have allowM him to be 
a Man of Senie, and a Mafter of our Lan- 
guage. I could however have wifti'd, for 
ibme Reaibns, that you had omitted the lat-* 
ter Vart of your Compliment j^ and though 
you are pleafed to oblerve that I was oqice 
a Courtier, I begin ftirewdly to fulped that 
Mr. ^anvers of Gray^s-Inn underftands the 
Climate of a Court much better than myfelf : 
But this is foreign to my prefent Purpofe ; . 
>vhich is to acquaint ypu, that your Remarks 
upon my Poem gaye Occafion to the fol* 

C 2 lowing 
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lowing moft remarkable Paragraphs and 
Queries, which were publiflied in the Briti(k 
Journal of June 15. 1728. I fliall infert 
them Verbatim for very particular Reafbns, 
and with thofe very Words in Italick and 
Capital Letter?, which were fo prii^d in 
the Britijb Journal. 

From my own Chambers. 

^^ ^TpHE learned Author of the Craftfi 
^^ JL wan haviiig done Juftice to that in* 
^^ genious Performance, with which a Gentle^ 
<^ man of the Long Robe has obliged the 
^^ Publick ; I think it incumbent on me, to 
*^ fubfcribe to his Recommendation of that 
^^ moji incomparable Toem. I am proud of 
<^ an Occafion to do Honour to EUSTACE 
« BUDGELL Efq; and tho' Mu T^jtu^ 
*^ vers feems to fear his Merits may be dif- 
*^ own'd, I don't doubt he'll have his Re^ 
f^ ward. 

^^ It is not often that I apply to my 
f^ Brother Caleb s and therefore, now t 
f^ am poffeffed of a fair Opportunity, I fliall 
^ ask I^im a ifew well-meaping Qucftions. 



\ 
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^' 1. Whether the Letters J ¥..E.fubfirthed 
^ to fiver al Extraordinary Epiillcs, pul^Hfli^d 
^' in the Craftfinan, were not more than or- 
*^ dinarily figmficMHtj, or in other Wcrdsj 
*^ the initial Letters ^proper Names ? 

" 2. Why the fame Letters E. B. are 
^^ ftruck out in the O&^vo Volumes ; where^ 
^^ as all the other fublcribing Letters ftand 
^^ in the Colledions, as they do in the Wcek- 
f^ ly Journals ? 

*^ J. Whether the ingenious Gentleman^ 
f < who writ thofi invaluable pieces j does 
^^ not merit more than common Favours of 
*^ His Majeflyy on Account of the excel- 
^ lent Obfervations he therein made on His 
^ Government! 

" I ask Pardon, if this fhould be difagrec^ 
f^ able to any One ; but the Author of the 
^^ Craftfinan having £b worthily recommended 
^' EUSTACE BUDGELL Efq; I think I 
^ have the fame Right, with Regard to 
^* E. B. Efq; and I hope this Gentleman will 
^^ alfo have bis Reward. In the mean Time 

I beg 
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" I beg it as a Kindncfs to mylclf, that 
*^ Mr. TyAnvers will rejiore thofe fubfcri^ 
^^ bing Letters to the next Edition of the 
^^ Book; for lurcly the Author cannot be 
^^ afljamed to own fuch exceeding fine 
'' Thingsr 

I muft confefs, Mr. ^anversy I had long 
fince made a firm Reiblution never to an- 
fwer any Thing that ihould be wrote againft 
me, in which my Adverlary did not ihew 
himfelf a Man of good Senfc, and confine 
himfelf ftridly to Truth. In that unfortu- 
nate Year 1720, 1 was the firft Man in Eng^ 
land who had either the Courage or Inclina- 
tion to fall openly upon a Set of Men^ who 
were fbon after allowed to be Villains by all 
Mankind, and branded as fuch by the whole 
Legiflature. Upon this Occafion I had no 
lefs than feven Pamphlets full of Scurrility 
or falfe Reafoning publiftied againft me in 
one Week ; to all which I never made any 
Reply. Two of the ingenious Authors have 
fince frankly own^d, to me that they wrote 
againft their Conlciences, and were hired to 
abufe me. One of thefc Gentlemen had 
fixty Guineas and a Toft in the Soufh-gea 

Houfc J 
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Houfe ; the other had For ty-five Guineas j 
and a ^oji promifedy though never given 
him. I can name the Perfons who paid 
and received the Money ; and pardon me, 
Mr. T)anverSy if I prcfume to fay, that I 
mention thefe Particulars, as I humbly con- 
ceive them not to be altogether unworthy 
your Notice. But notwithftanding my for- 
mer Refolution, and though you thought 
the Querift in the Britijb Journal too con- 
temptible a Perfbn to be taken Notice of, I 
am refolved for certain Realbns to give him 
a very plain and difiinSt Anfwer to his 
three Queftions. You cannot but oblerve, 
Ivjr. T)anverSy that he is pleas'd to affume 
the Air of a very great Man^ who has the 
Power of rewarding oipunijhing. Speaking 
of your humble Servant, Tho^ Mr. Dan- 
vers (fays the Querift) feems to fear his Me^ 
rit may be difowrid^ I donH doubt he'll have 
his Reward. I think I am not altogether 
unacquainted with the Beauties and Concife- 
nels of this Stile, and that from one parti- 
cular Expreffion, and fome Circumftances 
which loon followed this Menace, I do as 
certainly know the Hand from whence thefe 
well-meaning ^eries came, as if I had leen 

him 
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him write them : But it is Time I fhould 
anfwer his Queftions. 

In Anfwet to his /rji ^^Jiion^ I do not 
know whether the tetters E. B. fubffcribed 
to fevefal extraordinary Efiftles publifli'd 
in the Craftfman^ were more than ordinarily 
figriificant, or not ; or, in other Words, whe- 
ther, or not, they were the initiai Letters of 
fro^er Names : But ! do folemnly declare, 
that I was neither the Author of thofe ex^ 
traofdinary Eftftks^ nor do I know who 
was ; and that I neither farm or knew any- 
thing of them, till they appeared in Print in 
your Papers ; attd I muft further tell the 
Queriflr, whoever he is; that, even iii the 
miferaUe and tt?r^ir^^^/ Condition to which 
1 am at prefent reduced T \%ou\d /corn to fay 
thus much tb him if it was not true. 

^j^/kond Queftion, you, Mr. ^anvers^ 
if you had thought it worth your while, 
could have anfwer'd much better than I 
can : All I can fay to it, is. That I neither 
know if thefe terrible Letters E. B. are 
firuck out in the O^aio Volumes^ or not ; 
nor whether all the ox\xtx fubfiribing Letters 

Hand 
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ftwd in the ColkSiions as they do in the 
Weekly Journals. If the Letters E. B, arc 
really ftruck out, you never did me the Ho- 
nour (and I don't know why you Ihould) to 
confult me about it • 

In Anfwer to our Qucrift's third Queftion, 
n)iz. Whether the ingenious Gentleman who 
writ thofe invaluable Pieces, does not merit 
nwre than common Favours of his Majefty^ 
on account of the Excellent Obfervations he 
therein made on his Government ? 

If the Q^erift means, as I preiume he 
does, by the Words more than common Fa^ 
Hjoursy the mofi unfaralleWd Cruelties j and if 
by the Words Excellent Obfervations on his 
Majejiys Government^ he means frofer Ob* 
Jervations on the ConduSl of his Majejiys 
MiniJferSy both to his Majefiy himfelfy and to 
his Subjects '^ tho' I am altogether unconcerned 
in the Queftion as ftated above, yet I mufi: 
tell the Querift, that I have fo high on Opi- 
nion of the Jujiice and Honour of my King^ 
and am io fully perfwaded that he looks 
upon himfelf to be a Common Father to all 
his Subjeds,^ that Ihould he know even the 

D gr^atefi 



gteatefi of his Minifters made ufe of the 
Power with which he is intrufted^ to gratify 
his own little Malice and mean Jealoufyy 
by ruining any of his Fellow-Subjefts, In fuch 
a Cafe I make no manner of Doubt but thafc 
his Majefty would let liich a Minifter know, 
that he ought to imploy his Power to much 
better Purpofcs. 

Having given^ I hope, a foil and diftinft 
Anfwer to each of the Querifts three Quefti* 
ons, I think my felf obliged to allow an 
Adverfary, what is juftly due to him ; and 
therefore, tho^ I always did, and do ftill 
think, that the Querift is by no Means an 
Author of the firji Clafs^ yet I muft con- 
fefs, that in the Compofition before us, he 
feems to have wrote under Ibme particular 
Infprattony and to have been endued with 
the Spirit of Traphecy. It is very certain, 
that fince he publifticd thefe Prognofticks, I 
have received more than common Favours: 
It is certain I have had my Reward^ and 
fuch a Rewardy as, I muft own, I did not 
cxpeft when I publiftied that Poem, in which 
both you and other People feemed to think 
there were fome Lines, with which the 

gieauji 



great eft Prince upon Earth could not rcalbn- 
.ably be difplcafcd. 

I HAVE at prefcnt done with the Qji«ift ; 
but iince I have my Feu in my Hand, I 
hope you will excufe me, Mr. ^anverSj if 
I take (bme Notice of the Author of that Pa- 
ragraph, which was inferted in the St. Jameses 
Eventng'Toft of April 23. and upon which 
you was lb kind as to animadvert a little in 
your Journal. I chuie the rather to do this, 
becaufe I am pretty w^ll aflured that the Au- 
thor of that Paragraph is a particular Friend 
of the ^ueriJPs^ The Paragraph itfelf is in 
thefc Words j 

« On Tuefday laft, one Mr. Budgell^ z 
*^ Gentleman that has been greatly dilbrder^d 
^^ in his Senfes, went into the Dra wing-Room 
*^ ajt Court, and prefented a Petition to Hig 
^K Majefty, praying that a certain great Mi- 
^^ nifter of State might be removed from all 
^^ his Employments. This Accident afforded 
*^ fome Amulement to the illuftrious Circle, 
^^ and the poor Gentleman was iaiely con- 
^ dufted Home to his Family. 
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I BELIEVE I may very fafely venture to 
aflerty That there never was before in any fix 
Lines €o much mean Artj little Malice ^ and 
down-right Falfflfoodj as in the fix Lines now 
before us. 

Ik order to prove what I fay, I fliall take 
the Liberty to difTeid them. 

On Tuefday laft^ one Mr. Budgell.} It 
is very pofQble that my Name may not be 
io well known to my Fellow-Subjeds, as the 
Gentleman's who was the Author of this 
Paragraph ; and yet, perhaps, I have not lived 
£b very oblcurely as to deferve being deicrib* 
cd by the poHte Fhraie oiOne Mr. BudgelL 

A Gentleman that has been great fy dif^ 
ordered in his SenfesP^ Such a Report has 
been (pread with the utmoft Gunning and In- 
duftry, both within and without the WaUs 
of his Majefty's Palace ; and I intend, God 
willing to make it very plainly appear by 
%S)homy and with what Dejign the faid Report 
^^ ipreadt . 



* 
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IVent into the T^rawing^Room at Court J\ 
This is a Fal^ood i but fuch a Falfbood as 
is not without a mean Tkfign. The T>efign 
is to make an Adtioa appear ridiculous^ which 
I humbly conceive was not io : The ^raw^ 
ing-Roomj is a large Room, very diftant from 
that in which his Majefty fees Company ia 
a Morning ; and every Body knows, that ia 
the l^awing-Room His Majefty receives, 
and ufually converfes with the Ladies. To 
have troubled him with a Petition in this 
Place, would have been highly improper i 
whereas there is fcarce a ^ay pafles in which 
hb Majefty does not receive one or more Pe- 
titions at his Leveep 



And prefented a Petition to His Majefty y 
fritfingj that a certain great Minifter of 
State might be removed from all his Employ^ 
fnentsJ\ I flioutd indeed have had d large 
Share of Impudence and Folly, to have pre- 
fented a Petition to EGis Majefty containing 
Juch a Trayer. A private Man^ znd^ good 
Subject ^mzy certainly prefume, and even 
think it his ^uty^ to lay before his Sove« 
f dgn Matters of Fa£i j but then he muft 






leave his Sovereign to judge of thofe Fa^Sj 
and to ad upon them as he fees ftt. The 
moft humble Advice, unisked,^ might look too 
much like Infolence. If it be for His Ma- 
jefty's Service, I do moft fincerely wilh, that 
the Power of that Minifter here meant, in- 
ftead of being lejfenedy may every Day grow 
greater than it is. No Man knew from me, 
nor does^^^ know the Contents of that Pa- 
per I delivered to his Majefty j audit is pret- 
ty plain that the Author of this Paragraph 
was not acquainted with them at the Time he 
, wrote it; tho' he had the con/ummate ji/^ 
furance to tell all the World what tjicy 
were. 

T^hls Accident afforded fome Amufement 
t6 the tllufirtous Circle^ It might, indeed> 
very well do io^ if it had been fuch an Ac^ 
cident as this Gentleman has defcribed ; yet 
how the illuflrious Circle came to guels at 
the Contents of my Petition, when this Gentle- 
man, for Reajons beft known to himfel^ does 
not take Notice that I once opened my Lips^ 
is what, I confefi, my difordered Senjes can- 
pot fo eafily comprehend. 

4^ 
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And the poor GentkMan.'} This kind 
Epithet of poor J puts me in mind of the Cro^ 
codik^ who firft deftroys a Man^ and then 
weeps over him. «^ 

ft 

Wasfafely conducted home to his Family. 1 
Who would not think, by this Conclufion, 
that I had been lent home with a Fi/e of 
Musketeers^ or, at leaft, in Cuftody of the 
Teomen of the Guard I Whereas, in Truth, 
there was not even the kajl Foundation for 
this fliamefol Story. I confels I was a little 
moved to fee fuch a Falftiood aflerted ib 
roundly in a Paper, which, by the Title, wc 
are to luppofe comes from St. James's \ be- 
caufc I humbly conceive it to contain an high 
Refledion upon his Majefty himfelf. All 
good Princes have ever lent a gracious Ear to 
the Complaints of their Subjefts, and more 
clpecially againft their own MiniJIerSy who 
are, generally fpeaking, too powerful to be 
checked by any but their Majier ; (I could 
give innumerable Inftanccs of what I am fay- 
ing out of ancient and modern Hiftory ;) nor 
do I remember to have heard of any Prince 
iJo cr^iely as to fct his Guards upon one of 

his 
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his poor Subje&Sy who came ( perhaps ^ 
at the Peril of his awn Life) to acquaint 
him with what he humbly conceived it was. 
neceflary he fliould know. If the Con- 
tents of my Petition are faL/e^ I exped^ 
and am content to be feverely punifti'd; 
if they are true^ I am very fure I have 
committed no Fault. His Majefty was 
pleafed to hear what I faid to him with that 
Goodnefs and Condefiention^ which are never 
wanting in a generous Breaft ; and I cannot 
poffibly think, that he who pennM the above- 
mentionM Account^ had a due Regard to the 
Charafter of his Trincey when he endeavoured 
to infinuate the contrary. 

Having taken this Paragraph to T^ieceSy 
I fliall once more put it together^ becaufe I 
muft own, that the oftener I look upon it, 
the more I admire it. 



u 



«^ On Tuefday laft, one Mr. Budgell^ a 
Gentleman that has been greatly difordcr'd 
in his Senfes, went into the Drawing-Room 
at Court, and prefented a Petition to his 
Majefty, praying, that a certain great Mi- 

" nifter 
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*• hifter of State might be removed from all 
^^ his Employments. This Accident afforded 
*^ Ibme Amufement to the illuftrious Circle, 
*^ and the poor Gentleman was fafely con-. 
^^ duded home to his Family/^ 

The Author of this Paragraph being, pro- 
bably, under fome Apprehenfion, that he had 
not yet fufficiently diigrac'd me, was pleas'd 
to take notice of me again in his next Paper, 
with his ufual Candor and Veracity^ and in 
the following Words, w^, 

^* Mr.BuDGELL, mentioned in our former, 
^^ hath attempted to print his Speech to hiii 
^^ Majefty in the ^rawing-Room^ and like-i 
" wife the Memorial he delivered at the 
" £ame Time ; but, we hear, that no Body 
*^ would meddle with it." 

I SHALL fay no more of this Writer^s 
fDr awing' Room J fince he feems to be fo ve- 
ry fond of it; but as to what he is pleas'd 
to affert with fo happy an Affurance^ if he 
makes it neccffary, I will convince the Pub- 
lick, that I wasfo far from attemptmg to print 
any Thing at all, that I made it my moft ear^ 

E mfi 
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neft Reque^ to my few Vnm^y th^t they 
wotiW tJkkc no publkk Notke oS this Affair ; 
apifd J beliew I wa^y ^flure this Wi itcF^ that 
nothing at all would have been /wW^^ about 
it, if he had fiot thought it nccefliry to fall 
upon me in a Manner not entirely confiftent, 
either with Truth or conmoH' Hmmnity. His 
laft Paragraph was & very far from frighten- 
ing th§ Bo$kfiUens and Trinters^ whi^h I 
hwaWy eoeaive was the ^ejign of it, thtf 
it broi^ght fcveral of them to me, to affurc 
me, That if I intended to print my Memorial, 
they were ready to meddle with it. I have 
not, at preicnt, the kaft Thoughts of letting 
^em fneddje with it^ nor have communica^ 
ted tlie Contents of it to any ene of my 
Friends : And yet I humbly hope, that if 
ic fhould ever fall into diis Gentleman^ 
Hands, and he fliould think proper to oblige 
the Publick with a Sight of it, it will not 
appear to be the Memorial of a Feribn who 
wajs greatly difor dared in hii Senfis. 

It is no Secret j that the St.yames^s Even^ 
ing-Vofi is what the Printers call a ^enfion 
9afer^ that is, it is obliged for its Exijience 
so a ccrt^n ^eat Man^ who, I am credibly 

inform*d^ 
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mformed, allows sco /./er Ann. for the Sup^ 
fort of it ; and takes care to have it fent 
gratis to all the Cities and great Towns in 
Englmd. I make no manner of Doubt, but 
that this mo ft nobk ^erfon^ to convince the 
World he was never confultcd about the infert- 
ing thefe Paragraphs, and that he has the ut- 
moft Averfion to all Untruths and littU 
Arts^ will immediately withdraw his Bounty 
from this extraordinary Paper. I am the ra- 
ther of this Opmion, becaufe thefe Tars-^ 
grafhs^ added to fbme Affidavits lately made 
about the ^unkirk^ Affair y toight poffibly 
give the World but an indifferent Opinion 
of any Caufi^ or any Man^ tjiat is lupportecjl 
by fuch Methods, 

As to the Contents of my Memorial^ or 
^etitioUy I believe I have already faid 
enough to fliew you, Mr. J)anversj that it 
is not the Defign of this Letter to acquaint 
you with them^ Thus much, however, I need 
not Icruple to fay ; I have mentioned no 
Faifsy but luch, for which, I humbly hope, 
I can produce the cleareft and moft convin- 
cing Evidence, and that I am ready to leal 
(even with my Bloody if it be neceflary) the 

E 2 '' Truth 
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Truth of every Thing affertcd in that Paper 
I delivered to his Majefty, and of fomething 
more. It has been ever my Opinion, in which 
I hope Sir R. W. will not difagree with 
me, That any Man who knowingly and de^ 
^gnedfy^^fhzll tell his Prince a Faljboody de- 
fervcd the moft rigorous ^unijbment. As to 
the Trojer of my Petition, with humble 
Submiffion to the worthy Writer I have 
quoted above, it was not that a certain great 
Minifter of State might be removed from 
all his Employments ; neither was it for 
Money J a Tlace^ or a Tenjion ; I humbly 
truft it was Juch^ and fo reajbnable^ that it 
can hardly be denied by a wife and a juji 
Trince^ for the Signification of whofe Plea- 
fure I fliall wait with the Duty that becomes 
a Loja^ Subjedi. 

I ftiall here, without the leaft Pain to my 
felf, do Sir R. W. one Piece of Juftice. This 
great Man has often complained that the 
Charges brought againft hin\ were in too ge^ 
neral Terms ; and I muft ingenioufly own, 
that I do think he has fometimes made this 
Cilomplaint with a great deal of Realbn. It 
$;annpt indeed be expefted that any Minifter 

ihould 
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(hould bfe aftually impeached in the Zenith 
of his Power ; and, if I remember rightly, 
this moft noble Perfbn himfelf did not im- 
peach the late Lord B ^-ke till he was 

removed from his Poft ; yet notwithftanding 
this^ I do think that no Man ought to be 
accufedy and much lels reputed guilty ^ who 
cannot be charged with particular Falls. 

I was once Sir R. JVh Friend : It was in 
thofe Days when he was ftruggling with^ and 
was kept down by a powerful apd a yery 
4^le Man. 

Sir R. W. may poffibly at prefent think 
me his Enemy. I fliall not difpute about 
Words i yet thus much I will venture to 
£ay, That if I am his Enemy^ I am at Uajt 
one of the moft open and generous Enemies 
that ever any great Man had ; of which, if 
it becomes necejfaryy I think I can lay be- 
fore the Publick the mpft evident and unde^^ 
niahk Proofs, 

Having taken notice that I was once 
well acquainted with this great Man^ I miift 
ipndeavour to take from myfclf the leaft Im- 
' putatioa 
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putation of the two moft odious Crknes up- 
on Earth, I mean. Ingratitude and Trea-- 
chery : Whoever can be guilty oithefe^ may- 
very poflibly have a Soul black enough to 
be guilty of any Thing \ and I ihould a little 
doubt, whether a Man who had once been 
falfe to his Friend^ could ever be true to his 
Kingy or his Country. I hope I ftiall not be 
thought guilty of Ingratitude^ fince I can 
very truly affirm, that Sir R. JV. has had 
Ibme finall Obligations to me ; but if I 
ever yet received the leaft Favour^ Afftfi^ 
ance^ or Kindnefs of any fort from Sir R. W. 
it is certain that I have never acknowledged 
it as I ought to have done ; and I muft con* 
fefi that my Mcmojy is extreamly unfaith- 
ful. Treachery is the next Vice to Ingrati^ 
tude\ and I am therefore fully dctemiined, 
whatever I fuffer, to do nothing contrary to 
the Rules of Honour. Sir R. fV. is not in 
the leaft obliged to me for this Relblution, 
fince I have taken it, not for his Sake, but 

my own. 

Since I have enterM the Lifts, tho' with 
great Reludance, I have no Notion of turn- 
ing back ; yet if I ihould happen to injure 
' ^ this 



this tnoft mbk Terfon in any om Particular^ 
I (hall be as ready to make htm ali pofliblc 
Reparati(Hi^ as he himielf can be to re<][uire 

If in the preceding Paragnaphs I have let 
drop any fingk Word, or Exprcflion, which 
may poffibly ihcw too Warm a Refoitment^ 
I hope, Mr. ^Danversj you will have the 
Goodnefi to excufe k, when you remember 
it fell from an unhappy Per&n under Con-* 
fincm^nt. 

While you arepleafing yourfclf in Grays'* 
Inn Walks y to fee the Sprmg opening in all 
its Beauties, you can hardly have any No- 
tion of what a Wretch liiffers who \B^ut uf^ 
and fees a lingering ^eath daily making its 
Approaches. You may poffiWy pity me a 
little the more, wlien I Ihall tell you what is 
very true^ namely, that I do not owe one 
fingk Farthing to that Perfbn, for whofc pre- 
tended Debt I was firft confined ; that 'on 
the contrary, that very Perlbn owes me above 
three hundred bounds. You will have fomc 

Notion of t\M/eeming Paradox, when I ac- 
quaint you, that I firft loft my Liberty up- 
on 
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oh one Article of an open-unballanc^d Ac-« 
count of about twelve Tears ; which Account 
I have often in Court, and oftner out of Viy 
carneftly defired might be fairly ballanc'^dy 
and offered to fubmit to any impartial Ter- 
Jin. If you wonder at this, yivJDanvers^ I 
fliall ftrongly fufped that, tho' you live at 
Grays'Inny you are better versM in the Rules 
of Reafon^ than the Forms of Law. I know 
that you, who are a Philofbpher, will ad- 
vife me to divert myfelf, either with Reading, 
or Compofing. But, alas ! I muft inform 
you, that under the Jpecious Mask of 
an Execution^ I had my very private Let^ 
ters and Writings taken from me ; . and loft 
fuch ^Papers as, however trifling they may 
feem to thofe who are poiTefsM of them, I 
would not have parted with for looo/. I 
am very far from complaining of any Coiirt of 
Judicature ; I know it is my Duty to fubmit 
to their Decifions, and always to believe them 
ftri^lyjuft \ yet I hope I may, at leaft, be 
allowed to deplore my own unhappy Fate, 
when in more than one Inftance I have beeii 
treated with greater Severity ^ than ever any 
Englijbman was before in the like Circum^ 
Jiances. As I never loved general A jfertions^ 

I aiu 
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I am here ftrongly tempted to defcend to 
Particulars^ but when I confider my /rr- 
fent Situation^ I am in great Doubt, whether, 
with any tolerable Affurance of Impunity, I 
might venture to mention even the mo&f laifiy 
the moft notorious y and undeniable FaSis. 

I furrender'd myfelf to the Fleet y to lave 
my Bail ; which I would have done, though 
I had known I had gone to certain Death. To 
ufe the Querift's own Exprcffion, I had very 
good Reafons to believe, that more thancom^ 
tnon Favours were prepared for me* In a 
Word, I think that I owe my Life to the 
Honourable the Committee of the Houfe of 
Commons, who juftas I was confined, thought 
proper to look into Mr. Bambridgeh Admi- 
niftration : I can only return my moft humble 
Thanks in this publick Manner to that Ho- 
nourable Committee, and heartily wiih them 
Succefs in all their future Undertakings. If 
any great Offenders began to fear where their 
Enquiries would end ; if they were deceived 
by fuch Tricks as generous Minds can hardly 
Ji^J^eBy becaufe they fcorn to fraSfiJe j if the 
noble Warmth and Zeal of fome of them 

F \r'::y':' was 
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was cunningly imployed to render the !Pry- 
dence of others ufelels y I hope that ^ thoie 
little Arts will not entirely difcc»irage thena ; 
that it will only teach them for the fiitwe^ 
to a£): with more Unanknity and Cantiou ; atti 
that they will ftill profecyte thoic DeGgng^ 
which have already rendered them fo juftly 
dear to the honcft Part of theijc Fellow-Sub- 

When my Fcrtime and Liberty were tar 
hen from me, you will , I believe, allow that 
it was pretty ieverc to attack that only Thing 
I had leftjj vi^. a little Refutatiofiy to re- 
prefent me every where as a Verfim dijira^ 
ed^ that my Complaints might either be not 
heard^ or not- regarded. 

Th h Favours of the Crown will, I hope, 
be always be beftow'd upon Men who de-^ 
Icrve- them much better than myfelf. If I 
can obtain but Jirick ^uftice^ I need not lie 
in the Place I am. I have, for particular 
Reafbnsj apply'd for Juftke to the Foun^ 
tain of Juftice^ His moft Sacred Majefty j. 
nor will I^ while I have Life left, entirely 

defpair 
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dcfpflk of obUaoing it. My T^inci^ksj and 
Part of my Education, arc very well known 
to be derived from a Man who was not «, 
Scandal to his Ckmntry, I idean the late 
Mr* Addison. As to my Loyalty, Sir R. fT^ 
muft excufe me, when I tell him, that if 
I cannot produce as great, and as undeni^ 
able an IniUnce of a difinterefted Loyalty, 
as either he himielf, or any one Peribn of 
all his Family, I am content to be thought 
whatever he ihall pleaie to reprefcnt me : 
On this Point I can never yield to him. He 
may polBbly think this an unpardonable Way 
of Talking, from a M»i in a Jail to a Firft 
Minifter, who ipcdds more Money in on^ 
2X^, than the Wretch diat ipeaks to him Ifees 
in a TwehemoMh : But as fbme Mitigation 
of my Crime, he will, I hope, have the 
Goodnefi to remember, that there was not 
always this immenfe Hlftance between us. 
It is, indeed, at preient^ immenfe y and I am 
as truly ienfible as you, or any Body can 
make me, how unequal a Matdi I am to a 
Man iupported with io much Power and 
Wealth. I know it is a Hundred to One ; 
l^ut what I have already done will prove my 

F 2 Deftruc-r 
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Deftruftion ; I am evei> prepared to meet it : 
I Jknow I can hope for nothing hut faint 
FriendjhipSj while I am fure to find the moft 
implacable Enemies. I am lenfible, that if 
at kft I fliould, beyond all Expeftation, 
happen to be a very mean Inftrument in the 
Hand of Providence of doing fome Good, ma- 
ny of thofe very Perlbns who would rejoice at 
the Event, would envy my Succefs. I fore- 
fee fbmcDangerSjWhich, perhaps, other People 
do not ; and yet, notwithftand all this, I re- 
Iblvc, God willing, to proceed. I was ne- 
ver extremely enamoured with Life : I anx 
Icis in Love with it than ever, fihce I have 
cohtraded a Diftemper in my Confinement^ 
which, I believe, will hardly leave me ; and 
I do affure you, Mr. ^anvers^ That did I 
but know how to diipofe of my Life for the 
real Service of my poor Country, you fliould 
foon fee how little I wo^ld hefitate to part 
with itf 

* 

I have but one Favour to ask of you, vix. 
That if I ihould happen by any Accident 
to die in my prelent Confincment3 (you 
|5:now we are all Subjed to Jfcidents^ yoii 

will 
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will do mc the Juftice to believe ibmc Me- 
moirs which I have left in the Hands of a 
faithful Friend. I will not promife that the 
Stile is corred, but I hope the Matter of 
them is curious enough to engage the Atten- 
tion of the Publicfc. I am, QJf. 

Ludgate - HtU^ 
May 10.1730. 
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